The title compound, C 19 H 14 O 4 , was prepared by the reaction of 2-oxo-2H-chromene-3-acyl chloride with cinnamic alcohol. The whole molecule is not planar, the dihedral angle between the planes of coumarin and benzene rings being 13.94 (4) , but the plane of the coumarin ring and that of the ester group are almost coplanar, making a dihedral angle of 2.9 (1) . In the crystal structure, weak intermolecular C-HÁ Á ÁO hydrogen bonds link two molecules into dimers, and -stacking interactions between inversion-related rings of the coumarin groups [centroid-centroid distance 3.8380 (15) Å with a slippage of 1.535 Å ], which connect the dimers into columns extending along [010] .
Related literature
For the medicinal and biological activity of coumarins and their derivatives, see: Borges et al. (2005) ; Kontogiorgis & Hadjipavlou-Litina (2005) ; Gursoy & Karali (2003) . For the development of coumarin derivatives as anti-HIV agents, see: Yu et al. (2003 Yu et al. ( , 2007 . For the structure of menthyl 2-oxo-2H-chromene-3-carboxylate, see: Xu et al. (2009 Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). The molecular structure of (I) is shown in Fig. 1 . It crystallizes in the E conformation, with an C11-C12-C13-C14 torsion angle of -19.6 (3)°. The plane of the coumarin ring and that of the ester group are almost co-planar, with a small dihedral angle of 2.9 (1) °, but the coumarin ring is not coplanar with the C14-benzene ring, forming a dihedral angle of 13.94 (4)°.
There are weak intermolecular C-H···O hydrogen bonds ( Table 1 ) that link two molecules into a dimer ( 
Refinement
All H atoms were placed in calculated positions, with C-H= 0.93 Å, and U iso (H)=1.2U eq (C) for aromatic and vinyl H atoms; C-H=0.97 Å, and U iso (H)=1.2 U eq (C) for methylene H atoms. The final difference map had a highest peak at 0.64 Å from atom C8 and a deepest hole at 0.95 Å from atom C9, but were otherwise featureless.
Figures Fig. 1 . PLATON plot of (I) showing the atom numbering scheme. Displacement ellipsoids are drawn at the 30% probability level. 
